
Discussion Guide  
Romans 9:19-29 

Opening Prayer 

• Guided Prayer: Pray asking for the Holy Spirit’s guidance in understanding and applying 

the truths discussed. 

Recap 

• Addressing Objections to God's Sovereignty (Romans 9:19-21) 

• Purpose of God’s Mercy (Romans 9:22-24) 

• Inclusion of Gentiles and Remnant of Israel (Romans 9:25-29) 

Summary of Romans 9:19-29 

In this portion of Romans, Paul addresses potential objections to the doctrine of divine 

sovereignty in election. He uses the metaphor of the potter and the clay to illustrate God's 

absolute right to choose according to His will, emphasizing that God's decisions reveal His 

character—both justice and mercy. Paul further explains that God’s patience and wrath serve to 

highlight His mercy towards those He has prepared for glory, which now includes Gentiles 

alongside a remnant of Israel. This expansion of God’s mercy beyond ethnic Israel to all 

believers demonstrates the fulfillment of God’s promises through a broader, spiritual 

understanding of His people. 

Understanding the Text 

1. God’s Prerogative: How does Paul justify God's right to show mercy to some and harden 

others? 

2. Expanding Realities: In what way does the inclusion of Gentiles and the concept of a 

remnant of Israel expand our understanding of God's redemptive plan? 

3. Sovereignty and Choice: How do the quotations from Hosea and Isaiah support Paul's 

argument about God's sovereign choice? 

4. Exploring Divine Patience: How does Paul’s discussion of God’s patience towards 

"vessels of wrath" challenge our understanding of God’s character and His dealings with 

humanity? 

5. The Role of Mercy: How does the concept of mercy in this passage challenge common 

human perceptions about fairness and justice? 

6. The Potter and the Clay: What implications does the metaphor of the potter and the 

clay have for our understanding of freedom and sovereignty? How does this metaphor 

help us grasp the nature of God's authority over creation? 

7. Prophetic Fulfillment: How do Paul's references to Hosea and Isaiah serve as evidence 

of God's longstanding plan to include both Jews and Gentiles in His salvation plan? 

 

Practical Application 

1. Sovereignty and Trust: How can recognizing God's sovereignty over all creation 

impact our trust in Him during personal trials or global crises? 

2. Vessels of Mercy: How does the understanding that God prepares vessels of 

mercy, including us, for His glory, affect our sense of purpose and calling? 



3. Living Under Sovereignty: In practical terms, what does it look like to live daily 

life with the acknowledgment of God’s sovereignty? How might this affect decisions, 

attitudes, and relationships? 

4. Responding to Mercy: Recognizing that we are vessels of mercy, how can we 

extend mercy to others in our community and beyond? Can you think of specific 

actions or attitudes that might change? 

5. Dealing with Questions of Fairness: How should we respond when we or others 

struggle with questions about the fairness of God's actions, as depicted in this 

passage? What comfort or counsel can we offer based on Paul’s explanation? 

6. The Inclusion of Gentiles: How does the inclusion of Gentiles in God's redemptive 

plan encourage us to think about God’s kingdom and our role in it? How might this 

influence our approach to evangelism and missions? 

God Has More to Say 

Romans 9:19-29 delves into questions of God's justice in election, the hardening of hearts, 

and the inclusion of Gentiles in God's salvific plan. This section references Old Testament 

passages and themes to substantiate its points. Here's a list of related biblical passages that 

further illuminate these topics: 

1. Isaiah 29:16; 45:9: These verses are paralleled in Romans 9:20-21, where Paul uses the 

analogy of the potter and the clay to explain God's sovereign right to shape His creation 

according to His will, underscoring the creator-creature distinction. 

2. Isaiah 10:22-23; 1:9: Quoted in Romans 9:27-29, these passages from Isaiah deal with 

the remnant of Israel that will be saved, stressing the idea that although the number of 

the children of Israel be as the sand of the sea, only a remnant will be brought to 

salvation. 

3. Isaiah 65:1-2: Although not directly quoted in this specific section, it relates closely to 

the theme of Romans 9:19-29, as it speaks of God being found by those who did not seek 

Him (Gentiles) and being rejected by Israel, whom He stretched out His hands to all day. 

4. 2 Timothy 2:20-21: This New Testament passage uses the metaphor of vessels in a 

large house to discuss honor and dishonor, echoing the potter-clay imagery in Romans 9 

and emphasizing purification and preparedness for God's use. 

5. Malachi 1:2-3: Echoed in Romans 9:13, this passage about God's love for Jacob and His 

rejection of Esau underlines the theme of God's sovereign choice in election, relevant to 

the broader discussion in Romans 9:19-29. 

Prayer  

• End with a time of prayer, focusing on specific requests related to the sermon's themes, 

personal struggles, and applications. 


