
Discussion Guide  
Romans 12:9-16 

Opening Prayer 

Guided Prayer: Pray asking for the Holy Spirit’s guidance in understanding and applying the 

truths discussed. 

Recap 

Recap of the Sermon and Summary of the Text 

In Romans 12:9-16, Paul provides a series of exhortations on how believers should live out their 

faith in practical ways, particularly in their relationships with one another. He begins by calling 

for love to be genuine, hating what is evil and holding fast to what is good. Paul encourages 

believers to show brotherly affection, outdo one another in showing honor, and be fervent in 

spirit as they serve the Lord. He also advises them to rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, 

and be constant in prayer. Practical expressions of love include contributing to the needs of the 

saints and showing hospitality. Paul further instructs believers to bless those who persecute 

them, rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep, and live in harmony with one 

another, avoiding pride and associating with the lowly. This passage underscores the importance 

of sincere love, mutual support, and humility in the Christian community. 

Understanding the Text 

1. Genuine Love: What does Paul mean by saying that love should be without hypocrisy? 

How can love be insincere? 

2. Hating Evil, Clinging to Good: Why is it important to hate what is evil and hold fast to 

what is good in the context of Christian love? 

3. Brotherly Affection: What does it look like to show brotherly affection and outdo one 

another in showing honor? 

4. Serving the Lord: How does being fervent in spirit relate to serving the Lord? 

5. Responding to Persecution: What does Paul mean when he instructs believers to bless 

those who persecute them? 

Practical Application 

1. Sincere Love in Action: Reflect on your relationships. Are there ways in which your love 

could become more genuine? What steps can you take to ensure your love is sincere? 

2. Promoting Goodness: How can you actively hate what is evil and cling to what is good 

in your daily life? 

3. Honor in Relationships: Think of someone in your life you can honor more. What are 

some practical ways you can show them honor? 

4. Patience in Trials: What are some ways you can develop patience in times of tribulation? 

5. Consistent Prayer: How can you cultivate a more consistent prayer life, especially in 

light of the challenges you face? 

6. Hospitality: Identify a way you can show hospitality to someone in your church or 

community this month. 



7. Empathy: How can you better practice rejoicing with those who rejoice and weeping with 

those who weep?  How can genuine comfort keep from being trite? 

8. Humility in Community: What are some specific actions you can take to live in harmony 

with others and associate with the lowly? 

God Has More to Say 

Romans 12:9-16 focuses on practical exhortations for Christian living, emphasizing love, honor, 

diligence, patience, hospitality, and harmony within the Christian community. Here are related 

biblical passages that illuminate these themes: 

1. 1 Corinthians 13:4-7: This famous passage on love describes the characteristics of true 

love, aligning with Paul's call in Romans 12:9 to let love be genuine. 

2. 1 Peter 4:8-10: Peter emphasizes the importance of loving one another deeply, offering 

hospitality without grumbling, and using gifts to serve others (themes in Rom 12:9-13). 

3. Galatians 6:9-10: Paul encourages believers not to grow weary in doing good and to do 

good to everyone, especially to those in the household of faith, paralleling the 

exhortations to serve and be patient in Romans 12:11-12. 

4. Hebrews 13:1-2: The author of Hebrews encourages believers to keep on loving one 

another and to show hospitality to strangers, echoing the instructions in Romans 12:10 

and 12:13. 

5. Philippians 2:1-4: Paul calls for unity, humility, and looking to the interests of others, 

which ties in with the themes of harmony and humility found in Romans 12:10 and 12:16. 

6. Colossians 3:12-14: Paul urges believers to clothe themselves with compassion, 

kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience, and to bear with one another and forgive 

each other, reinforcing the themes of love and harmony in Romans 12. 

7. 1 Thessalonians 5:14-15: Paul instructs the Thessalonians to encourage the 

disheartened, help the weak, be patient with everyone, and always strive to do what is 

good for each other and for everyone else (Rom 12:12-14). 

8. James 1:19-20: James advises believers to be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to 

become angry, for human anger does not produce the righteousness that God desires, 

which resonates with the call to live peaceably and without revenge in Romans 12:14-17. 

9. Proverbs 3:27-28: These verses encourage not withholding good from those to whom it 

is due and not delaying in doing good when it is in your power to act, which parallels the 

exhortation in Romans 12:13 to contribute to the needs of the saints and show hospitality. 

10.Matthew 5:43-48: Jesus teaches about loving enemies and praying for those who 

persecute you, which aligns with Paul’s exhortation in Romans 12:14 to bless those who 

persecute you. 

11.Ephesians 4:29-32: Paul instructs believers to speak only what is helpful for building 

others up, to get rid of bitterness, rage, and anger, and to be kind and compassionate, 

forgiving each other as Christ forgave them, which complements the themes of harmony, 

peace, and mutual care in Romans 12:15-16. 

Prayer - End with prayer, focusing on specific requests related to the sermon's themes, personal 

struggles, and applications. 


