
Discussion Guide  
Zechariah 4:11-14 

 

Opening Prayer 

Guided Prayer: Pray asking for the Holy Spirit’s guidance in understanding and 

applying the truths discussed. 

 

Recap 

In Zechariah 4:11–14, the prophet presses for understanding about the two olive trees 

in his vision—trees supplying oil to the golden lampstand. The angel’s answer is brief but 

profound: the olive trees are “the two anointed ones” who stand beside the Lord. 

These “sons of oil” point to two real people in Zechariah’s day: Joshua the high priest 

and Zerubbabel the governor. They represent God’s appointed priestly and kingly 

offices—roles essential to Israel’s restoration. And they foreshadow Jesus Christ, who 

fulfills both offices perfectly. 

Jesus is the true and final Anointed One—our Great High Priest who offered Himself for 

our sins, and our Sovereign King who reigns over all things. From Him, the oil of the 
Spirit flows into the lives of His people, giving power, perseverance, and light in a dark 

world. 

 

Understanding the Text 

1. Why do you think Zechariah asks twice about the meaning of the olive trees and 

branches (vv. 11–12)? What does that tell us about the importance of this symbol? 

2. The angel says the olive trees are “the two anointed ones” (v. 14). Who do they 

represent in Zechariah’s time? 

3. How do Joshua and Zerubbabel point us forward to Jesus Christ? 

4. What does it mean that they “stand by the Lord of the whole earth”? Why does their 

position matter? 

5. How does Christ fulfill both the priestly and kingly roles? (See Hebrews 7:25–27; 

Revelation 19:16) 

6. What does the oil symbolize in this passage, and why is it crucial to the lampstand’s 

ability to shine? 

 

Practical Application  

1. Where are you relying on your own strength instead of depending on Christ through 

His Spirit?  

2. How does knowing Christ is both your High Priest and reigning King shape your daily 
obedience?  

3. What does it mean to live by the Spirit, not by the flesh (Galatians 5:16)?  



4. Scripture calls the church a ‘royal priesthood’ (1 Peter 2:9). What does it practically 
look like to carry out priestly and kingly roles in your daily life—as a parent, worker, 

student, or neighbor? 

5. Who around you needs to be reminded of these truths?  

 

God Has More to Say 

Though short, Zechariah 4:11–14 is packed with imagery that points to Christ’s priestly 
and kingly ministry, and the Spirit’s empowering work in believers. These Scriptures are 

helpful for deeper reflection: 

Jesus as the True Anointed One 

1. Isaiah 61:1–3 

2. Luke 4:18–21 
3. John 1:32–34 

4. Hebrews 1:8–9 

Christ Our High Priest 

5. Hebrews 7:23–28 
6. Hebrews 9:11–14 

7. Romans 8:34 

Christ Our Reigning King 
8. Revelation 19:16 

9. Psalm 2:6–9 

10. Ephesians 1:20–23 

The Spirit Flowing into His People 
11. John 7:37–39 

12. Galatians 3:3 
13. Romans 8:11 

14. Zechariah 4:6 

Our Calling as a Royal Priesthood 
15. 1 Peter 2:9 

16. Revelation 1:6 

17. Romans 12:1 

18. Philippians 2:15 

 


