Sermon Discussion Guide

Matthew 1:18-25 - “"The Chasm of Guilt and the King Who Crossed It”
Preaching Date: February 22, 2026

Opening Prayer

Ask God to give humble hearts under His Word. Confess that sin has separated us from God and
that we cannot bridge the chasm by education, morality, or religious effort. Thank Him for the
virgin conception of Christ and the certainty that Jesus saves His people from their sins. Ask the
Spirit to expose self-righteousness, strengthen faith in Christ alone, and produce repentance and
obedience that flows from union with Christ

Recap

In Matthew 1:18-25, Matthew shows that Jesus’ origin (Genesis) is the work of the Holy Spirit
and that this is essential to who Christ is. The angel commands Joseph to name Him Jesus
because He will certainly save His people from their sins. Matthew anchors the whole event in
fulfilled Scripture and identifies the child as Immanuel, God with us. Joseph’s obedience follows
God'’s initiative, showing that obedience is fruit, not the cause, of salvation.

Understanding the Text

1. Verse 18 uses language of “origin” (often translated “birth”). Why does Matthew focus on
conception and origin rather than describing the actual delivery? What does that tell you
about Matthew’s purpose?

2. Explain first-century betrothal. Why does verse 19 call Joseph “her husband,” and why is
“divorce” the appropriate category? How does that raise the stakes of Mary’s pregnancy?

3. Joseph is called “righteous” (v. 19). How does his plan to divorce Mary quietly show both
justice and restraint? What sins does Joseph avoid in his response?

4. How does the angel’s address “Joseph, son of David” (v. 20) connect to Matthew 1:1-17
and to the Davidic covenant (2 Sam 7)?

5. Verse 21: What do the words “He will save” communicate about certainty and
effectiveness? How does that differ from a view where Jesus merely makes salvation
possible?

6. Verse 21: Why is “from their sins” the necessary target? How would the passage correct
modern distortions that redefine salvation as rescue from circumstances only?

7. Verse 23: What does “Immanuel” mean in this context? How is “"God with us” comfort for
believers and danger for rebels?

Personal Reflection & Application

1. The sermon framed the distance between God and man as guilt, not geography. Where do
people most commonly try to bridge the gap by human means (education, moral
improvement, activism, religious activity)? Where are you tempted to do the same?

2. The sermon warned about “octopus Christianity,” blending into the church while remaining
separate from Christ. What are common ways a person can imitate Christian externals
while resisting repentance and faith?



3. Joseph was willing to bear social shame to obey God. Where does fear of man pressure
Christians today to soften truth, hide convictions, or delay obedience?

4. The sermon emphasized federal headship and the need for a sinless mediator. How does
understanding Adam and Christ in Romans 5 deepen your grasp of why the virgin
conception matters?

5. Where have you seen the temptation to want a Jesus who changes circumstances while
leaving sin untouched? What would repentance look like in that area?

6. For those unsure: What does it mean to stop trusting in your “righteous reputation” and to
come to Christ empty-handed?
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