Sermon Discussion Guide

Matthew 2:1-12 - "The King Revealed and the Hearts Exposed”
Preaching Date: March 1, 2026

Opening Prayer

Ask God to bow our hearts under the kingship of Christ. Confess our natural love of
autonomy, our fear of man. Thank Him that He draws the nations to His Son and that no
enemy can thwart His purpose.

Recap

In Matthew 2:1-12, Matthew presents the birth of Jesus as a royal announcement that
provokes opposite reactions. Magi come to worship the One “born King of the Jews,”
while Herod is disturbed and plots violence. Jerusalem is troubled, fearing consequences,
and the priests and scribes give correct biblical answers without moving an inch toward
worship. God’s providence governs the entire scene through Scripture, the star’s
guidance, and a dream-warning that thwarts Herod. The passage functions like a
courtroom: the King is revealed, and hearts are exposed.

Understanding the Text
1. Matthew places Jesus’ birth “in Bethlehem of Judea” and “in the days of Herod the
king.” Why do geography and political context matter to Matthew’s theology of
Christ’s kingship?

2. The Magi ask, "Where is He who has been born King of the Jews?” What is the
difference between a king by right ("born King”) and a king by appointment or
political power?

3. Why is Herod “troubled,” and why is “all Jerusalem” troubled with him (2:3)? What
does this reveal about fear as a moral and spiritual category, not merely a feeling?

4. The priests and scribes answer correctly from Micah 5:2 (with Davidic shepherd
language drawn in from 2 Samuel 5:2). What does the phrase “who will shepherd
My people Israel” teach about the kind of King the Messiah is?

5. The religious leaders know the prophecy but do not go to Bethlehem. What does
this silence teach about knowledge without submission? Why is correct doctrine,
by itself, not a refuge?

6. In 2:9-12 the Magi respond with joy, worship, gifts, and obedience to God’s
warning. What does the passage show about worship as visible submission rather
than inward sentiment only?

Personal Reflection & Application
1. Identify the four responses in the passage: Herod (hostility), Jerusalem (fear),
priests and scribes (dead orthodoxy), Magi (worship). Which response most
resembles your instincts under pressure, and why?



2. Herod wanted a Jesus who would not threaten his throne. Where do you most
resist Christ’s authority: money, sexuality, reputation, anger, comfort, time,
control, or a cherished plan?

3. Jerusalem was “troubled”. Where does fear of man shape your decisions more than
fear of God: silence about truth, delayed obedience, softened convictions, hidden
compromise?

4. The priests and scribes handled Scripture accurately yet remained unmoved. What
are “respectable” ways a person can be near the Bible and still far from Christ?

5. The passage gives comfort: God protects His Son and thwarts evil plans. Where do
you feel pressured by hostility to Christ in your workplace, family, or culture? How
does God’s sovereign providence strengthen courage and steadiness?
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